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I have already had occasion to remark that our musical life flows surprisingly unevenly; and
now: sometimes there is a complete absence of concerts for three weeks, and sometimes, as
now, such an abundance of them that interesting ones often coincide. The beginning of the
current year is spent, on the one hand, in commemorations of the great masters of the past
(Chopin, Mendelssohn), and on the other, it brings us an acquaintance with contemporary
Russian and French music.

Russian contemporary music was represented at a concert featuring works by Rachmaninoff
performed by him, and romances by Nikolai Medtner performed by Mrs. Olenina d'Alheim
and Stenbock with the author's piano accompaniment. Of Rachmaninoff's works (the piano
sonata and preludes in D minor, G minor, and G flat major), the sonata, which the author's
performance took on an even more finished form, was, of course, of greatest interest. In
general, the composer's performance was very close to that of Mr. Igumnov, who had
previously performed the sonata in Moscow, but the finale this time was performed faster
and with more contrast. In the first movement, the development was somewhat more
prominent, the polyphony stood out more vividly, but Mr. Rachmaninoff apparently did not
succeed in the andante: the tempo was taken somewhat quickly, and, most importantly, its
sonority, especially at the beginning, was too abrupt, too masculine, and poorly coordinated
with the general character of the andante. Rachmaninoff was received extremely warmly. At
the same concert (chamber collection of the IRMO), Tchaikovsky's first quartet, which had
not been performed for a long time, was performed. The performers were Messrs. Sibor,
Tsirelshtein, Bakaleinikov and Kozolupov, since the quartet of the previous musicians
unexpectedly broke up. Taking into account the short period of time the quartet players
worked together, their performance must be considered quite successful; this time Mr. Sibor
did not forget that he was not a soloist, but a member of an ensemble. [...] G. Prokofiev

[Translation: Google]

Mu}h yxb NpuxXoanIock Kakb-To 0OTMbEYaTh, YTO Hallla My3bIKaJIbHAS KU3Hb TEUYETh
YAMBHUTEIBHO HEPOBHO; BOTH M TENEPh: TO IOJIHOE OTCYTCTBIE€ KOHIIEPTOBH Bb NMPOAOIDKEHIE
3 Herrbib, TO, KaKb TETEPh, TAKOE UXb N300MITi€ YTO HE pa3h HHTEPECHBIE COBMAAIOTH APYTh
¢b Apyromb. Hagamo Texymaro roja mpoxoauThb, Cb OJJHOH CTOPOHBI, Bb TOMUHKAXb
BEIUKUXb MacTepoBhb nporuiaro (Llonens, MeHaenbCOHSB), a Ch APYTOM, MPUHOCUTH HAMb
3HAKOMCTBO Cbh COBPEMEHHOMN PYyCCKOM M (PPaHILy3CKOU MYy3bIKOH.

Pycckas coBpemeHHast My3bIka Obljia IPECTaB Bb JICHA ITOKa COYMHEHISIMUA PaxMaHWHOBA, B
€ro cCOOCTBEHHOMb HCIIONIHEH M, U poMaHcamu Hu-konast MeTHepa Bb HCIIOTHEHIN T-XKb
Onenu-noit-n'Anbrelims 1 CTeHOOKS Cb (popTeniaH-HIMB CONPOBOXKICHIEMb aBTopa. 13b
counHe-Hiil PaxmanunoBa (¢.-miannas conara u npe-nrofin d-moll, g-moll u Ges-dur),
KOHEYHO, HAaOOJIbIII i HHTEPECH MPEICTABUIIa COHATA, MCTIOHEHIN aBTOPa MPUHSBIIAS SIIe
6orbe 3a-KoHUEHHBIH BUIb. B 001eMb, HCTIONHEHIE aBTOpa OBLIIO OYE€HBb OIM3KUMB Kb
UCTIONTHEHi0 T. UTyM-HOBa, KOTOPBIN paHbIle HCTIONHSUTH Bb MoCckBb coHary, HO (huHAIID Ha
3TOTH pa3b ObLTH HCTION-HEHD ObIcTphe, KoHTpacTHbe. Bb nepBoit yactu Hbckonpko 6ombke
penbedHO mponuia pa3padoTka, MoauQOHisl KOTOPOH BRICTyNHIIA spUe, a andante, BUIUMO,
HE yIaJioch I. PAXMaHUHOBY: ¥ TEMITb B3STh ObUTH HECKOJIBKO OBICTPBIH, a TIIABHOE
3BYYHOCTb €0, 0COOCHHO Bb Hauarb, Obuta CITUIIKOMB ph3KOi, CITUIIKOMB MY>KECTBEHHOM,
MaJIo COTJIACOBAaHHOH Ch 00IMMB XapakTepoMsb andante. [Tpunumanu PaxmannHOBa Ype3BbI-



yaitHo Temio. Bs ToMb ke koHuepTh (kamep-noe coopanie UPMO.) ucnonHsics 1aBHO HE
UTPaHHBIN NEPBEIi KBapTeTh YaiikoBckaro. Mcnoia-HuTensaMu siBIITUCH IT. CHOOp®,
[upenpmreitns, bakaneiinnkoss 1 Ko30mynoBs, Taks Kakb KBap-TETh MIPOLIIAT0 COCTaBa
HeOKUJaHHO pacmaiucs. [IpuHumas Bo BHIMaHie HEOOIBIIONW CPOKD COB-MBCTHON pabOTHI
KBApPTETUCTOBD, UXb BBICTYIIJICHIE HYKHO IPU3HATh BECbMa yAa4yHbIMb; Ha 3TOTH pa3b U I.
Cubopsb He 3a0bIBaTb, UTO OHB HE COJIUCTD, a YJIeHB aHCaMOIIAL. ... |



