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[...] The soloist for the concert was Mme. Nezhdanova, who sang Rachmaninoftf’s "Vocalise'
and an aria from his "Francesca." Rachmaninoff’s "Vocalise" is more than just a vocal
exercise; one might call it an "aria without words" for the voice—treating the voice as an
instrument (and a very beautiful aria it is, composed in a simple, modernized-classical style).
It is interesting to note that a similar use of the voice can be found in "Prometheus" (in the
chorus) and in "Salome" (a soprano solo—which, incidentally, is not fully developed, even
though the material practically begs for it once it has been introduced). Mme. Nezhdanova
sang the "Vocalise"—which was dedicated to her—and the aria from "Francesca" quite
wonderfully. In the additional Rachmaninoff romances performed beyond the scheduled
program, the composer himself provided the accompaniment—with that consummate
mastery only he possesses. When one adds that Mme. Nezhdanova sang with the unique,
inimitable skill that is hers alone, it goes without saying that the audience was swept up in a
state of great excitement, and that both artists enjoyed a colossal success.

Yu. Engel.

[Translation: Google]

[...] ComucTkoii KOHIIEpTa BRICTyIMIA T-xka Hexmanosa, cribpimast « Bokanusb» u apiHo U3b
«Dpangeckn» PaxmannaoBa. Bokannss PaxmanuHoBa 0osbie, bMb MPOCTO MiBYECKOE
yIpakHEHie; 3T0, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, apisi 0€3b CIOBH ISl TOJIOCa - MHCTPYMEHTA (M apist OYeHb
KpacuBasi, Bb IPOCTOMb, MOJAEPHU3UPOBAHHO-KIACCUUECKOMb CTHIIb). JIFOOOMBITHO, 4TO
Takoe ke mpuMbHEeHie 1o Joca HaxoauMb 1 Bb «lIpomereby» (xops), u BB «Camomeb»
(compaHo-co10, KCTaTu 0Ka3aTh, HE UCIOIb30BAHHOE J0 KOHILIA, YTO TaKb CaMo - OO0
MIPOCHTCS, Pa3b OHO yXKe MOSBUIOCH). I -xxa Hexxmanosa uymecHo cirb j1a moCBAMEeHHBIN eit
BOKJIN3b U apito u3 «Dpanyeckn». B HCIIOTHEHHBIXD CIO CBEPXb MPOrPaMMBbI pOMaHCaXb
PaxmaHMHOBa aKKOMITAaHUPOBAIG CAMb KOMIIO3UTOPD, TAaKb COBEPLIEHHO, KAKb TOJIBKO OHB
ymtb etb. Ecniu mpubaButh, uto 1 r-xa HexnaHnosa mbia Takp, kKakb TOJIBKO OHA yMbeTh, TO 0
nogbeMb, mapuBmemMs Bb MyOnukh, 1 0 KOJIOCCaTbHOMD yCITbXb 000MXB apPTHCTOBS MOYKHO U
HE TOBOPUTh

1O. Durens.



