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[...] Another concert by Koussevitzky comprised a selection of S. Rachmaninoff's usual
works: "The CIiff", the second symphony and the second piano concerto, was rather boring
and did not present any particular interest. True, Koussevitzky did everything possible to
enliven and somehow interest the listeners in the Rachmaninoff Symphony, but, nevertheless,
the work itself is so unsuccessful, suffering from such unbearable lengths, such amorphous
structure, dullness of melodic material and its development, that Koussevitzky, despite all his
efforts, did not succeed in achieving what he desired, and the audience remained indifferently
cold, despite even its exceptional love for the idol it had created for itself - Rachmaninoft.
Rachmaninoff played his concerto, as usual, superbly; but, really, I would like to hear
something else from such a composer; one can't play a second, then a third, again a second,
and again a third concerto every time. In this, even towards himself, as a composer, one
senses a certain passion in Rachmaninoff: after all, if such a great pianist does not wish to
play other people's works, then he himself has his first concerto, which, for some reason, he
never performs; it would be more interesting to hear at least this first concerto performed by
the author. As I said, the final concert was sluggish and boring. [...] Yevgeniy Gunst

[Translation: Google]

Hpyroii koHepTs KyceBHHKaro, cocTaBuBILIIACS M3b OOBIYHBIXD courHEHiH C. Paxma-
HUHOBA: «YTeca», BTopoil CUM(OHIN 1 BTOPOTo (hopTemnmiaHHaro KOHIEpTa, IMpouIesb
CKyYHOBATO M 0COOEHHAT0 MHTEpeca He mpencTaBisure. [IpaBna, Kycesumkiii ciabnans Bce
BO3MOYKHOE, YTOOBI OKUBUTH M CKOJIBKO-HUOY/Ib 3aMHTEPE-COBATh CIIyLIaTeIeH
PaxmanurOBCKOM cuMo-HieH, HO, ThMb He MeHbe, COUrHEHie 3TO caMo-110-ce0b CTOoNb
Hey/lauHOo€e, CTPaAAIoIlee TAKUMU HEBBIHOCUMBIMH JITTMHHOTAMU, TaKOi aMOp(-HOCThIO
CTPOCHIs, TYCKIOCTBIO MEJIOAMYECKAr0 MaTepiasia u ero pa3paboTKH, YTO JOCTUTHYTh
xenmanHaro KyceBuiikomy, Bce ke, HECMOTpSI Ha BCe CTapaHie, He y/Ialoch, M MyOiKa ocTa-
Jach 0€3y4acTHO XOJIOHOM, HECMOTPS Ja)Ke€ Ha CBOIO UCKIIIOUUTENbHYIO JIFOOOBb Kb CO3/1aH-
HOMY €10 ce0b kymupy - PaxmannnoBy. Kon-11epth cBoit PaxMaHMHOBB UTpab, KaKb 00ObIY-
HO, TIPEBOCXO/IHO; HO, TIPABO K€, XOTEI0Ch OBl OTH TAaKOTO IJIAHKUCTA MOCIYIIATh U €Ille Yero-
1100; HE KaKIBIN JK€ pa3b UTPaTh BTOPOM, TOTOMB TPETii, BHOBb BTOPOH M BHOBB TPETiii
CBOM KOHIIEPTHI. BB 3TOMB yXxe Jnaxke Kb ca-MoMy ce0b, Kakb KOMIIO3UTOPY, 9yBCTBYETCS Y
PaxmanunHOBa kakoe-To npuctpacrtie: Bbab eciin Takoi 00bII0I MHAHNUCTh HE JKENAETh
UTpaTh 4yKUXb MPOU3BEICHIN, TO BB €CTh e U y Hero caMoro emie nepBblii KOHIEPTb,
KOTOparo OHb, IOYEMY-TO, HUKOT/Ia HE UCMON-HAETh; MHTepecHbe yxe Obl1o Obl mociaymarhb
Bb aBTOPCKOMB MCTIOJTHEHIH XOTsI OBI 3TOTH MeP-BbIi KOHIETD, Kakb s cka3ainb, OTYETHBIN
KOH-LIEPTh MPOLIENTH BSAJIO U CKYYHOBATO.



