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I wouldn't be wrong if I said that the most interesting evening of the first half of our concert
season was the concert of Messrs. Ziloti, Schillings, Possart, and Rachmaninoff, which they
gave on November 30th. Something youthful and fresh was noticeable in it, and it was
unusual in its plan. The highlight of this concert was Schillings's melodrama, which divided
our critics into two camps: some admitted that these melodrama contained too much of the
premeditated and rational, while others, on the contrary, saw in them a vivid expression of
illustration. However, one thing is certain for both of them, that in the person of Schillings
one can welcome the blossoming of a huge original talent, outlining its own path that opens
up a wealth of new things for a branch of music that is still often regarded as a stepchild in
art. It must be said that until the appearance, at least in Russia, of Schillings's "Eleusinian
Feast" and "The Witch's Song," no one had independently heard a complete work of
melodrama in such a complete volume. Schillings must be considered the first exemplary
composer in this regard. Everything that appeared before him in some of the works of Lishin,
Rebikov, Mussorgsky, can be called a kind of preparatory period, which in Schillings fell on a
precise path, strewn with sound truth, although, perhaps, at times coldly spoken, but
unusually subtle, as if fragrant poetry and mood. Unfortunately, I had to hear the
melodeclamations at the second, dress rehearsal, but even then, not fully coordinated in their
orchestral performance, they impressed me as something surprisingly harmonious in its
internal quality, extremely rich in a faithful reflection of Schiller's text. Mr. Ziloti's concert in
general had such an outstanding success that the artist would have been justified in once
again introducing our public to Schillings's talent.

[Translation: Google]

51 HH CKOJTBKO HE OMUOYCh, €CITU CKaXKYy, UTO 32 MEPBYIO MOJIOBUHY HAIIETO KOHIIEPTHATO
CE30Ha JTYUYIIUMb BEYEPOMB 110 CBOEMY UHTEPECY ObLTH KOHIEPTH T. 3wioTH, [llmimunrca,
[Toccap-Ta u PaxmannnoBa, ycrpoeHHbINH uMu 30 HOsOps. UTo TO Moooe, cBbxkee B HEMb
3ambyanoch, He 0OBIIEHHOE TI0 CBOEMY TUIaHy. [ BO3IeMb ATOr0 KOHIEpTa ObLIH
Menoaeknamanin [u-nmuarca, pazabiuemie MmakHie o cedb HamMXb KPUTHKOBS Ha JIBa
jarepsi: OHU MPU3HAIIN, YTO Bb ITHXb MEJIOACKIaMAIlisIXb CIUIIKOMb MHOTO
npenHaMmbpeHHAro U pa3cyJ09Haro, Apyrie, Ha-000pOTh, YBUIBIIH Bb HUXb IPKOE BEIPAKEHIEC
wuttoctpaniu. HecomabuHo, oqHako, ¥ TbMb U IpyrumMsb o1HO, 9TO B auih [lwmmmHrca
MOKHO MPUBLTCTBOBATh pacuBbTh rpoMaHaro Opuru-HaJIbHAro TajxaHTa, Hambyaromaro
COOCTBEHHYIO JIOPOTY, OTKPBIBAIOIIATO MAacCy HOBAro Jisi TOM My3bIKaJIbHOM OTpaciu, Ha
KOTOPYIO €III¢ U JI0 CHXb MOPh MPOIOJIKAIOTH CMOTPhTh Kakh Ha HBUTO MackIHOYHOE BB
uckycctsb. Hamo cka-3are, 4yTo 10 mosiBieHis, 1o kpaitaeid mbpb Bb Poccin, munmmHrcoBckaro
«OneB3uHCKaro npasaaukay u «[IbcHu BEasMbI», HE CIOBIXAIA CAMOCTOSTEIIBHO ITbi1aro mo
YaCTH MEJIOACKIIO-MaIliM Bb TAKOMb MOJTHOMB 00beMb. LlInnruHrca mpuxoauTes CYuTaTh Bb
3TOMB OTHOIICHIU MEeP-BbIMb TPUMBPHBIMB KOMITO3UTOPOMB. Bee 10 Hero urypuposasiiee
Bb HBKOTOPBIXE coun-HeHisaxb JInmuHa, PeObukoBa, Mycoprckaro, MOKHO Ha3BaTh Kakb ObI
MOJITOTOBUTEIBHBIMB TTEPI0IOMb, MTONAaBIIUMb y [IIMIITHHTCa HA TOY-HBIH Ty Th, yChsIHHBIN
3BYKOBOIO MTPaBAOI0, XOTS, MOKETH ObITh, TOJYACH U XOJIOJHO CKa3aHHOIO, HO HEOObIYaTHO
TOHKOI0, Oy/ITO OJIArOyXaromiero mod3iel 1 HaCTPOCHHOCThI0. MHub, Kb cokanb-Hito,
MPHIILIOCH CIBIIIATh MEJIOACKIaMAallid Ha BTOPOH, TeHepaIbHOM, PETIeTHIIIN, HO YXKE U TOT/IA,
HE BIOJHb CITaXXCHHBIS B CBOEMB OPKECTPOBOMB HCITONHEHIU, OH'b TIPOM3BEN HA Me-Hs



BIleuaTTbHie 4Yero-To yIMBUTEIHHO CTPOW-HATO IO CBOEMY BHYTPEHHEMY CBOMCTBY, Bb
BbICIIIEN cTerieHHn Oorataro BBpHBIMB OoTpake-HieMb MIMIIepoBckaro Tekcta. Konueprs r. 3u-
J0TH BOOOIIIe MBI HACTOIBKO BBIJAIOIIINCS YCITEXb, YTO apTUCTh ObLTH OBl B TIpaBh ere
pa3b MO3HAKOMHUTH HAITy MyOJHNKY Chb JapoBa-Hiemb Lwmuarca.



