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Sergei Rachmaninoff in Essen 
Essen, December 4 
If all great virtuosos, with such noble composure and simplicity, entirely without ostentation, 
were to offer only the very best from the treasure trove of their skills as Sergei Rachmaninoff 
does, one might think that the era of virtuosity has not yet passed. He is an aristocrat among 
the great pianists, possessing a refinement of musicianship and a structure of touch that are 
not even found in many famous pianists. His treatment of the piano, his nuances of tone, and 
his pedalling are not technical fairy tales that he imposes on the interpreted works, but arise 
from an overflowing abundance of musicality, from the closest musical, perhaps even racial, 
kinship with the composers whose pieces he plays He performs Chopin's B flat minor Sonata 
and G minor Ballade with grandiosity and youthful fire, Liszt's Sonetto 104 del Petrarca is 
admirably substantial, and alongside these, he presents works of his own with understated 
modesty, including the famous C-sharp minor Prelude. One readily overlooks his less-than-
perfect relationship with Mozart, as his consummate playing sweeps the audience away with 
utter enthusiasm. The audience gives him as much sincere appreciation for the truly 
extraordinary quality of his playing with applause, such as is rarely received here by a great 
virtuoso. Litt. 
 
[Translation: Google] 
 


