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MUSICAL RUMORS

Serge Rachmaninoff

The celebrated composer and pianist Serge Rachmaninoff has just given a recital at the
Théatre des Champs-Elysées, which was packed with the crowds of those attending formal
galas.

Let us give Mr. Rachmaninoff full credit for having played Bach, Liszt, Chopin, and, in their
works, those which, perhaps less commonly performed, rise up like a sonic cathedral. For the
eminent "recitalist" could have secured a less dearly won triumph by playing works in
keeping with such a Prelude (moreover, inspired in a captivating manner) which he only
played for us at the end, among others, and which earned him, if not the salon-like glory of a
Hindu Song by Bemberg, at least the formidable fame of Landscape, of all the "Broken
Vases."

If, despite all the warnings I could offer, the word did not seem to diminish the infinite merit
of the artist, I would like to write that Mr. Rachmaninoft played admirably like an "amateur,"
in the pure and beautiful sense of the expression, that is to say, with the refinements of
intelligent, sensitive, and inspired tenderness of a lover, but without his blindness.

I will forever retain the impression of his respect—rare, chosen, restrained, trembling,
understanding, and transfixed, ardent and restrained—before the "sound matter." Sergei
Rachmaninoff is more than a great pianist: he is a true musician who, through playing that is
intense in its mastery and passionate in its refinement, has managed to convey the emotion of
a new thrill.

Robert BRISACQ

[Translation: Google]



