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Theater and music 
Skilondz-Rachmaninov, the Russian double star, placed himself in the service of the 
fatherland on Thursday by organizing a festive concert in the Auditorium for the benefit of 
the needy compatriots present. With the general warm sympathy for the artists and the good 
cause, the success of the enterprise was assured in advance; for the artistic, the shining 
constellation of Skilondz-Rachmaninov vouched for. The salon was also filled to the last seat 
by an elegant cosmopolitan audience, who impartially divided the expressions of their 
admiration between the two artists. The program bore the Russian colours with Rachmaninov 
dominating as pianist and composer. In addition to his already appreciated songs here such as 
"Lilacs" and "Spring Waters" and piano pieces such as the delicious Barcarolle and Polka de 
W. R., a piquant success piece of flattering charm, the artist offered interesting variations on a 
Chopin prelude, a series of passionate, colourful pictures of refined harmony. With artistic 
freedom he pursues Chopin's spirit and style without, however, giving up his Russian identity. 
Four "etudes-tableaux" of partly oriental colour, harmonically and rhythmically captivating, 
were also new pieces that were received with enthusiasm. The composer's finely honed, clear 
piano art was also suited to putting the piece's identity in the best light. With equal perfection, 
Mrs. Skilondz, along with a group of Rachmaninov songs, interpreted some Russian arias and 
romances, conquering her admiring audience through perfect virtuosity, the well-being of the 
vocal sound and a musical performance that is rare for such coloratura phenomena. Both 
artists graciously responded to the audience's ovations and floral tributes with encores. О. М-
s. 
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