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A rare Russian guest.

At the famous composer Rachmaninoft's

In that, the Russian Revolution resembles it French, that it runs a number of the country's best
Men in Exile: Men whose Spiritual work requires peace and freedom, and who feel homeless
in their own country. One such man is the famous Russian Composer and Conductor
Rachmaninoff, whose works were performed the other day by it Royal Chapel, and which
tomorrow will give its own composition evening,

"I couldn't work over there," he says, stroking his closely cropped hair. "The conditions were
too terrible, all of Russia lives in a state of nervous panic. I can barely gather all the creepy
and confused impressions I carry with me. But how wonderfully peaceful and law-abiding it
is here!"

- Did you have any difficulties in obtaining a travel permit?

- No, strangely enough, both I and my wife and my children were allowed to travel without
hindrance, although as a landowner and "possessor" I belong to the part of the citizenry that
is worst affected. It must have been thought that as a musician and non-politician I was
harmless.

-Are they also landowners?

-Yes, but at the moment all my land has been confiscated, and whether I will ever get it back I
have no idea. I can't even imagine in what direction the development will go.

Then the conversation turns of its own accord to the field where Rachmaninoff feels on safe
ground: music, Russian music:

-People are storming the concert halls, it is as if the music helps them to forget the terrible
unrest of the moment, but the horror lies and lurks everywhere. Our greatest conductor
Kusevitsky, who in his time travelled through Russia with his own orchestra, was already
appointed by Kerensky as leader of the former imperial orchestra and gave great folk
concerts for the crowds by Kerensky's order, and when I recently left Moscow, he played at
the Bolsheviks' initiative.

--So we are talking about Danish music, which Rachmaninoff knows very little about, Gade
and Hartmann - otherwise nothing. On the other hand, he loves and admires Grieg, Grieg is
loved in Russia almost more than Korsakoff, he says. Do you know Korsakoff here in
Denmark? No, I can imagine. But wait. Here I dare to prophesy: Korsakoff and Mussorgsky
will conquer the world in the future, they will only arrive with a generation's delay, but they
are equal to Tschaikowsky, only more specifically Russian. Korsakoft alone has written 15
operas, of which 10 will triumph over Europe.

- And you will also get to know Scriabin over here someday.

-Who do you feel most related to?

-With Tchaikovsky absolutely. And he was, like me, a great admirer of Grieg, whom he has
spoken of to me in the most enthusiastic words.

Then Mr. Rachmaninoff returns to what is the one great question for all true Russians now:
the future of the Fatherland,

"I dare not prophesy anything," he says, "but I believe in Russia!"

I know of no people in the world (Mr. Rachmaninoff says this with deep seriousness) who are
as gifted as the Russians. They stand far above the German in innate abilities, and they will
astonish the world when they once win in culture.

[Translation: Google]



