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Arts and Sciences.

RACHMANINOFF.

Last night, the main hall of the Amsterdam Concertgebouw once again witnessed one of
those grand tributes that are no rarity when great artists perform. The very large audience
paid tribute to Rachmaninoff, which compelled him to give four encores. Then, however, he
slammed the lid of the grand piano shut, signalling that it was truly over. Applause
resounded; in short, it was an event.

Just as his playing has been an event. He is a virtuoso of the first rank. Even more: an artist of
a very strong and formidable personality. A heroic nature of rare vitality and burning
temperament. His heroism makes him seem somewhat akin to Frederic Lamond; both give
the impression of overcoming a problem through their playing by wrestling. He has fought
and achieved victory, but he does not stride "joyfully toward victory" through a Schubertian
musicality; his struggle has been too arduous for that, and it has left too many hard marks.
Yet his "heroism" is not brute force, interspersed with some weak, sweet sentimentality;
opposed to a healthy, vigorous robustness stands an equally healthy tender sentiment, and he
masters the nuances just as easily. Rachmaninoff is one of those artists whose performance
one shall never forget; whose playing is overwhelming and inexorably brings one under its
spell.

[Translation: Google]



