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SERGEI RACHMANINOFF.

We are being written to from The Hague:

It is always a difficult, if not impossible, task for the critic to report on the concert of a soloist
whose genius stands beyond all doubt. A critical report? Impossible, because someone like
Rachmaninoff defends and makes plausible his certainly very strongly personal views in such
a way that we can only remain respectfully silent and set aside our own ideas. No, we can at
most briefly convey an impression, which by its very nature must be incomplete, because the
wonder, the moving quality of this playing... cannot be put into words whatsoever. If we now
prefer to write down the word or concept "monumental,”" then this best expresses our main
impression. However, one should not think of harsh massiveness, nor of a manifestation of
outward violence. For Rachmaninoff's playing is so wonderfully purified of all externality.
One senses it so strongly: he has arrived at beautiful innerness through much suffering.
Never have we heard a Mozart sonata performed so delightfully beautifully as this evening.
As a Chopin interpreter, too, he is absolutely unique in this field. His strongly personal vision
is unmatched by anyone, and it is remarkable how clearly the man Chopin, as we have come
to know him from books and traditions, is made comprehensible through it.

And however excellent and rich in pianistic importance Rachmaninoff's own composition
may be, he still does not reach his true height with it.

A virtually sold-out K. and W. building did not lack for almost endless ova. One remark to
the Concert Management: There was an annoying shortage of programs, so that even for the
critic no program proved to be available.

[Translation: Google]



