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Concertgebouw  
We are informed from Amsterdam:  
Just like Kreisler a few years ago, Sergel Rachmaninoff has now also found his way back to 
the Concertgebouw. The two decades spanning a period of absence have not caused the great 
artist to be forgotten, and now that he was announced as soloist for this evening's subscription 
concert, this has been the unexpected occasion for a more than extraordinary turnout of the 
audience and a royal tribute, which was already evident upon the soloist's entry, when all, 
orchestra and auditorium, rose as one man and offered Rachmaninoff a heartfelt welcome. 
And after the performance of his Piano Concerto in C minor, the applause immediately grew 
into an ovation such as is rarely experienced in this hall. People were, therefore, deeply 
impressed by this magnificent interpretation by the composer himself, who may still be 
counted as the primus inter peres. It was grandiose in conception, often astounding, and 
constantly awe-inspiring. This Second Piano Concerto has become a repertoire work for a 
number of pianists, yet one really must have heard it from Rachmaninoff himself to 
understand its true meaning. Here, the word magnificent is by no means misplaced. In 
addition to Rachmaninoff's interpretation, the impressive accompaniment was captivating.  
That, too, was something that will long remain in the memory of many. With a soloist like 
Rachmaninoff, Mengelberg is evidently always tuned to a slightly higher pitch than when 
accompanying a soloist, such as so many tend to appear on stages. Rachmaninoff rightly 
allowed his friend Mengelberg to constantly share in the tributes and ovations. On this 
splendid evening, which began with Mussorgsky's La nuit sur le mont sauve and concluded 
with a brilliant performance of Tchaikovsky's Pathétique, Mengelberg once again bid 
farewell to his loyal Concertgebouw audience for quite some time.   
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