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Concertgebouw Orchestra.   
Soloist: Rachmaninoff.   
We are informed from The Hague:    
When Rachmaninoff plays and immediately brings us under the spell of his grandiose, 
sweeping, at times fiery-passionate, then again surprisingly tender plano playing, whose 
brilliant qualities of style and technique transport our thoughts back to the middle of the last 
century, then it is as if Liszt and Chopin have come back to life.    
Tonight, this Grand Prince among contemporary pianists has once again provided us with 
unforgettable moments, not only because of his sublime playing, but no less because of his 
masterful composition: the Piano Concerto in C minor. For this opulent work, flowing with 
uninterrupted inspiration, overwhelmingly rich in sculpted melodies and harmonic splendour, 
undoubtedly belongs among the most important scores ever written in this field. It places the 
highest demands on the performer, who must be able to reach the pinnacle of poetic artistry, 
willpower, verve, and charm if he wishes to master his part in every respect.    
It is as if most pianists shy away from performing this immeasurably demanding work. One 
can understand why only a select few dare to attempt it, for once one has heard the 
performance delivered by the composer himself in all its beauty and perfection, one will think 
twice before attempting to compete with him. Indeed, in resilience, eloquence, and sonic 
refinement, Rachmaninoff is currently unmatched by any of his colleagues. The only one who 
can approach his brilliant playing to a considerable degree is perhaps Horowitz, but 
surpassing... that is out of the question. We have now been able to demonstrate more than 
ever that the unsurpassed soloist found ideal allies in Mengelberg and his contemporaries. 
Moreover, he sufficiently demonstrated his gratitude and appreciation to Mengelberg during 
the grand tribute the Hague public prepared for him afterwards.    
The first part of the evening was taken up by the Symphony in C sharp minor by Ernest 
Bloch, an early work by the gifted Swiss composer, who has rightly found an enthusiastic 
admirer and advocate in Mengelberg. Our Amsterdam colleague informed us at length about 
this symphony, written with undeniable mastery—in which it is irrefutably proven that Ernest 
Bloch concealed the marshal's baton in his knapsack at the age of 21—in the evening paper 
of last Friday. Here too, the fascinating piece of music, which, despite the strong but nowhere 
obtrusively dominant influences of Bruckner and Strauss, certainly possesses originality, was 
greeted with great satisfaction even a Beethoven was, in his early works, partly dependent on 
Haydn and Mozart.   
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