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Three Piano Recitals 
Willy Hülser, Rachmaninoff, Josef Pembaur 
[…] The Russian Rachmaninoff, known to all pianists for his C-sharp minor Prelude whose 
only piano recital had drawn musicians and music lovers to the concert hall in droves, 
surprised everyone as a sonic and tonal magician who captivated with the refined elegance of 
his playing and the confidence and ease with which he mastered large octave leaps and other 
technical challenges. When the melodies flowed, it was a weaving and spinning in an 
unparalleled line of beauty. With the exception of the two Bach chorale preludes, for which 
he, as a Russian, lacked the necessary inner connection, all his performances were a revel in 
music for the listener. The monumental Lisztian Dante Fantasy with its infernal atmosphere 
in the Ansana, the numerous Chopin pieces, and his own tone poems all achieved a 
resounding effect. He received a rapturous ovation and, among other things, offered a truly 
apt rendition of his famous C-sharp minor Prelude, which will remain an unforgettable 
experience for many. […] Dr. H. D. 
 
[Translation: Google] 
 


