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Concert Hall.

They write to us from Amsterdam:

Rachmaninoff was once again the soloist on the afternoon concert. The program was now
entirely Russian, featuring Tchaikovsky and Glazunov, interspersed with the pianist
Rachmaninoff, with a repetition of Concerto No. 2 presented on Thursday and three Preludes.
Once again, the gifted pianist performed his work with fervour, and the accomplished playing
in the Lento was once again to be praised, particularly alongside his masterful technique. The
Preludes, which I heard for the first time, are small mood pieces in which the composer
brilliantly overcame the technical difficulties. The second Prelude, in particular, made an
impression. The applause prompted an encore, for which a piece unknown to me was
chosen—apparently a composition of his own. The concert opened with Tchaikovsky's 1812
Solennelle Ouverture, the masterfully conceived work of the great Russian, the conclusion of
which (built mainly on the Marseillaise) was performed with the required force by our master
orchestra. Glazunov took the stage with Symphony No. 4. The length of this work is not
commensurate with its importance. A long, drawn-out andante that is tiring for the listener,
against which the few lyrical passages do not outweigh. For the performance itself, the
orchestra was, and rightly so, heartily applauded. Yet it seems to me that the unity of style,
which stood out among the three Russian composers, did not improve the overall impression.
B.P.

[Translation: Google]



