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MUSIC.  
Concertgebouw. We write from Amsterdam:  
A small program, nevertheless an important evening, as we were introduced to the Russian 
pianist and composer S.V. Rachmaninoff. The pianist, celebrated abroad, played his Concerto 
no. 2, op. 18, in which he revealed himself as an outstanding performing and creative artist. 
The work consists of three movements: Moderato, Lento, and Allegro Scherzando. The first 
and the last require a highly developed technique, whereas the Lento, on the other hand, 
demands an atmospheric delivery. The pianist-composer has met both requirements. In the 
allegro scherzando in particular (in which the beautiful orchestral illustration was even more 
interesting than the piano part), his outstanding technical skill was to be praised, while in the 
lento the warm, sensitive tone cast a very favourable light on the artist-pianist. The work was 
performed for the first time by our orchestra. It was preceded by the Pathétique by 
Rachmaninoff's great compatriot and, in many respects, his guide: Tchaikovsky, while the 
evening concluded with an electrifying rendition of Wagner's Meistersinger Vorspiel. A small 
program, but rich in content.  
B. P  
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