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LITERATURE AND ART.    
RACHMANINOFF IN OUR COUNTRY.    
A lively interview with the famous composer-pianist.    
The Hague, February 14, 1938.    
Among the many useless things in this earthly realm are, most of the time, the so-called press 
conferences with famous artists. Just recently, we experienced a considerable disappointment 
with the interview that had been "organized" with the great German conductor Furtwängler. 
We expressed our opinion on the matter and also emphasized that the failure should not be 
attributed to the artist himself, but rather to additional circumstances.    
Yesterday morning, a press conference was convened for the composer-pianist Sergei 
Rachmaninoff, a very well-known figure in our country as well, an artist with a worldwide 
reputation such as few possess. That meeting turned out to be by no means a disappointment; 
on the contrary, rarely have we witnessed such an important conference. Rachmaninoff's 
character is very reminiscent of that of our Prime Minister. He left the choice of the language 
in which they wished to question him to his journalistic tormentors, and without discussion, 
German was chosen. The artist had arrived here the previous day by Paris train, after a very 
smooth crossing from America.    
Rachmaninoff has resided in New York for twenty years, as he has not set foot in his Russian 
homeland since the revolution. In the summer, he resides in Switzerland, where he obtains 
the necessary rest and refreshment from his busy concert tours. Gradually, inquiries were 
made about his many works, a large part of which acquired and retained their place in the 
repertoire here as well. As late as 1929, Rachmaninoff gave a recital here, and in 1930 he 
performed his second piano concerto with orchestra under Mengelberg. His European tours 
are currently limited to England, France, and the Netherlands, as performing in Germany is 
made difficult, if not impossible, by currency regulations. When asked whether his operas are 
frequently performed, Rachmaninoff answered in the negative, adding that his work, not 
being modern, might appeal less to the current public. It was retorted that his romantic piano 
music does indeed remain in the repertoire, and to the somewhat peculiar question from one 
of the journalists as to why he actually does not play the moderns, Rachmaninoff replied, not 
without irony, that he was apparently "built too stupidly" for that. This answer was certainly 
wittier than the question. ant-   
To a remark that Rachmaninoff had given a lesser-known rendition of his own preludes at 
one of his recitals here at the time (what a memory those journalists have!), Rachmaninoff 
replied by saying that, according to one of the London critics of the time, he had taken the 
tempi of his own concerto too slowly. Thus the crossfire of question and answer continued 
for a little while longer, and Rachmaninoff himself took pleasure in it. We also learned, 
among other things, that his first piano concerto with orchestra had been revised by him, and 
that he played for the gramophone with Kreisler a few more times—though rarely, for 
usually the two artists were miles apart.   
Rachmaninoff met Tchaikovsky at the time, two months before his death; he had also 
previously been in contact with Rimsky and other prominent figures of Russian music.  He 
further highlighted the merit of the string quartets by his composition teacher Taneyev and 
confirmed that he gladly plays the works of Debussy and Ravel from modern keyboard 



literature. He himself has not read the studies that have been published about his life and 
work, as there would probably be nothing new for him to read in them anyway!    
When asked what he thought of Busoni's many adaptations, Rachmaninoff replied that 
Busoni had made some good adaptations, but had also ruined much.    
Of the great piano composers, he enjoys playing the works of Chopin and Liszt.    
After his recital in The Hague, Rachmaninoff is giving another one this coming  
Wednesday evening in Amsterdam, to then leave our country again, let us hope, and it is 
sincerely meant, until we meet again!  J.K.   
  
[Translation: Google]  
   
   
  
 


