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HAGHMAN'NUF to set too much store by perfection of

FAT
SYMPHONY HALL

As Pianist and Composer
He Stirs Audience

A very large audience listened to the
playing of Sergel Rachmaninoff. dis-
tinguished composer and planist, in
Symphony Hall yesterday afternoon.

Himself a composer of typically ro-
mantic proclivity, he had chosen a

gram, if two of the Bach-Busoni
horal Preludes and the Paganini-
Liszt A minor study be excepted, pre-
dominantly and strongly romantic in
spirit. Besides the work above named,
it contained a Prelude and Fugue, op.
29, by Taneleff; a Fairy Tale Sonata,
op. 25, No. 1, by Medtner; Scriabin’s
pular 4th sonata, op. 30; Chopin's
tudes in E major and C minor, and
the B flat minor Scherzo: three of
hls own Etudes Tableaux, and Liszt's
D flat Etude,

Rachmaninoff belongs. to that older
school of t ists which believes
in the cultivation of individuality and
Its projection into the music it pla
rather than in discreet lnurrv&tr‘n
of the agpannt intentions of the com-

ser, uch a doctrine often results
B excruclatingly bombastic and l:.-
tistic performance, but in such
instances as that of Rachmaninoff
when to an imperious and stormy
temperament is joined a musician’'s in-
sight, imagination and sense of struc-
ture and climax, the wvesult is well
worth hearing.

To the fullest enjoyment out of
nunfumo playing, it is well not

£

surface polish and invariable beauty of
tone. When it suits his purpose he
can achieve both, as in the somber
choral prelude “Now Comes the Gen-
tile's Saviour,” in the suavely melodic
D flat study of Liszt and at many
another moment during the concert—
and even then he rarely woos beauty
caressingly. Imperiously he commands
it, with firm, strong fingers.

But in general the more virile and
imaginative aspects of piano playing
stimulate him most. osive and
exciting rhythms, and stormy con-
flicts, the painting of barbaric and
colorful tone-pictures—in all this and
the like, he excels. Under his hands
a Chopin Scherzo becomes a Scherzo
indeed—loses its innocuity, tempers its
elegance. For a Scriabin sonata, he
has all the domoniac urgency that,
somewhere amid its decadent grace, it
demands.

The applause which Rachmaninoff’s
playing inspired brought the usual
series of encores, culminating as usual
with the inevitable, but beautifully
played C sharp minor Prelud

SHOOTS OFF FINGER
THEN IS ARRESTED

Examining a loaded automatic pistol

at his home yesterday proved a costly |

experiment for Adolph Filore, 43, of
5 Cooper st, North End, The pistol
was accldentally discharged and the
bullet took off the top of Adolph's left
Index finger. He was treated at the
Haymarket Rellef Hospital. Then—to

top it off—he was placed under arrest |
of the Hanover-st station on |
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