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IN PIANO BF.GITAL

. Large Audiente

Rachmaninoff’s piano recital yester-
day afternoon was applauded by an
audience which filled Symphony Hall
8 Beethoven's  "Moonlight”  sonata,
. Liszt's “After Reading Dante,” a
e Chopin group, a Medtner ‘Fairy Tale,”

P one of the planist’s own preludes, and
one of Tausig's paraphrases of Strauss
waltzes filled the program.

Aloof, outwardly impassive except

4when disturbed by late comers, the!

plu\lst looked his familiar self. His
g was in no way markedly dif-
?erent from what it has been at numer-
,ous previous Boston recitals. Every-
lthlng that he did wnl. as usual, rap-
» ! turously applauded.
! Rachmaninofl’s lnterpnh.thn of
: Beethoven’s most popuiar sonato is a
highly personal one. To him the fa-
mous adagio is mmingly a musical
f utter and hope-
lessness, akin to the slow movement
of Tschaikowsky’'s “Pathetique” .sym-
phony, though less hysterical in its
outbursts of woe.

The artist did not succeed in making
the other movement especially im-
& Freuive. But here the fault was real-

y Beethoven's. Heresy though it be
to say so, the rest of the ‘“Moonlight"
1 sonata is inferior, not merely to the

adagio, but to the general average of
the urly aona::ll.
the unfamiliar Liszt v};lteee the
{lmut was at his best. uoso of
he Lisztian aehool now &Ing out np-
idly, Rachmaninos
skill made the uno sound like a lomr
orchestra. is splendid rhythmic

s

T

oﬂ 'S Fla.y:lng has nover stirred emo-
tionally dould not but admire whole-
samdly his playing of Liszt. His
Chopin was played much as Liszt prob-
ably played it, in a heroic style suited
to great halls and huge audiences.
But Chopin, to some ears, sounds bet-
ter played in a small hall by a pianist
sensitive to the subtleties of tonal
color that are the distinctive merit of
the plano as a musical instrument.
' There are few nuances in Rachmani-
noff's playing. His tone is always hard
gd steely, often brittle, He can make
e plano suggest the trumpets of a
first-rate orchestra, but never cap-
tures for his instrument any of the
¥Mmus of woodwind or strings.

all tonal beauty va.nhhe- in a mere
whir and thud of soun

his often da.nllug technique, one hesi-
tates to call him a first-rate planist.
Perhaps it is fairest to say that he
is nmo:ﬁ the lelldeu of a school of
‘piano ying with which many m-
siclans now under 40 do not find y'.hom-
selves in sympathy. PR

RACHMANINOFF ]

Virtuoso Applauded bj'

f'rh-.t he is a ﬂr-t-nte néu-lulnn is ]
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