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ONEGIN OFFERS
SONG RECITAL

Contralto’s Voice Thrills
Great Audience

a.udlenun that filled floors and balconies
ahd neaxly all the boxes and that waxed
nthuslutlc at the close to the point of
demanding and receiving flve encores.
For the first number on his sonataless
program Mr mnnlnoft chose the
grelude, Sarabande, and fro
ach's second En{llsh lune Whlle uuper-
ficially not dlmc rling theme
of the 3 de may esenermo utldar
the han o! a meaner artist into
and the |lmplid§y
Df the Sambnndo may become only
tm'tr_ml li\ot ;u wlth ur Rachman-
inoff’s playing of yes
rP x e of rhythm md hh in-
uce:

8igrid Onegin, whose first
Tere last season made an unusual sen-
sation, thrilled a great audience yester-

day afternoon at Symphony Hall by the
yichness and power of her phénomenal
contralto voice. She did not confine her-
eelf to selections within the usual con-
tralto range. Like Matze
mann-Helnk and so many
attempted successfully songs with high
notes and trills and other feats suppos-
edly the exclusive prerogative of the
soprano.

Onegin's voice is one of the most

i< Al

usual flexibility, and both warmth and
brilllance of tone. Her singing is tech-
nically effective, though she is not al-
ways consclentious about keeping «the
exact vowel sound required by the text
on high notes where another easler
vowel can be substituted.

With such great nal.uml gifts as hers
she might become,
technique and more profoundly imagin-
gtive musicianship, one of the few
supremely great singers. At present
she makes only ordinary competent use
of her superb volce. Yet people would
doubtless flock to her concerts If she
did nothing but sing scales and arpeg-
glos, so rare is the beauty of her tones
at their best.

Yesterday she he{tn with a group of
18th century afirs. “‘stunt”’ for a
contralto to sing such ﬂowmg and trip-
ping measures as those of Pahiellou

“Il mio ben. As a “stunt” perform-
ance Mme Onegin’s was commendable,
But such music demands a light and
flexible soprano volce

She then sang of German
songs by Schubert nnd R(churd Strauss,
fn which she made the most of every

red by the text,
not merely of tha "E'rlklng" but of “Die
Forelle” and of ‘n “‘Caecilie,
rather at the expenae the melody
and phrasing.
A group ol popullr ballads 3 Enclllh
and American composers end
gram. Bridge's effective if r-thor bgnn]
“Love Went a Riding'* gave the singer
0 portunity for much opulence and|®
vigor of tone as well as a rather melo-
dramatic vehemenca which brought
e e e il gro S
e most unfamiliar up was Scan-
dinavian, of which Sinding's *“‘Sylvelin”
was the only familiar number. She aia
not quite seize the mood of this mnl.
but on the other hand h “Seisso!

nlte pr q,f
of the prelude wholly u -tylng lnd
the fuil-bodied tone whlch he drew: from
the instrument mude a rich and delicious
thing of the de. It is unfortu-
nate that.more of the suite, the Courante
and Allemande particularly, were not
incorporated in the program, for appar-
ently both ertist and audience were in
mood for Bach yesterday.
‘While no other p«:‘lnt on

Sautibul,
b:au a natl-
t.uuonll objeellon 10 vlﬂnuonl ln many
Rachman ed;)ertorm
arloe yene"dny was a mﬂ( good

“hua the Nocturne and ‘the C sharp
minor Sckerzo of Chopin are altogether
too much played ‘ of late, Mr Rach-
maninoff almost made them fresh again.
His performidnce mlghl have given the

EX

Ntles of Chopin. At this
:‘;‘I’te‘r lhoruld have obeyed his better
judgment and_go!

For if the nrst part of the program
was almost superlative the second part
was as much so of an opposite nature.
The Liszt “Funerailles,”" which opened
it, is mawkish In tragic moments, ﬂ:lm-

of his own personality to the plece, it
was still a whited sepulchre of music.

e. No one could have done more.
Following the “Funerailles’” were some
of the ap g&rently Inevitable “Etude

Tableaux” by the pianist himself, nnd
lnomer Liszt compo-ltlon. the ‘R

spagnol The latter part o

this u euctly ilke a very good planola

Interpretation. It Is only fair to say
that but ll!LIe more h pos: be. Bl

e a

It seems unfortunate that
planist as Mr Rachmnlnol! sno-ua dal
8o much with bombastic composition.
eat recital always seems !mmlnont
ut there are inevitable bad spots
chofce that destroy Whltml‘ favur‘ble
f!ect has been buﬂ

SZUMOWSKA SOLOIST
AT PEOPLE'S SYMPHONY

An audience which entirely filled the
St James Theatre applnudad the Peo-

TS| ple’s By Orch y

Grinder” by the almost for

ous|
recelved with exceptional en husiasm,
At the end of the concert, Mme One-
gin added a reasonable numhor of “en-
gores, and then sm ingly begged off
from singing y more. She ex
rlocﬂu during the progra ﬂ

vishly of her best and quue Ju-tl bly
felt unwilling to o on singing. . She
would probably have heen kopt nging
"p to al ut 10 p m if s d not hegged
off, to jud (h@ eagerness with
which her gdmlrerl crowded to the front
of the hall for the encores and the fer-
vor of the applause .

RACHMANINOFF FILLS
BOSTON OPERA HOUSE

Despite « multitude of conflicting
musical attractions Vyesterday ter-
noon, Sergel Rachmaninoff drew to his
recital an audience sueh as 100 rarely

ed | 2T Mme
heard here recently with the New York
¥y"' | Philharmonic Orchestra, assisted. She

. who_ wu

played a coneerto for planoforte
Saint-Saens and was recalled  sev.
Her ﬁ.ﬂnl was on alevel
with that of her previous appearance.
Schuberl'l Unfinished SBymphony ap-
peared to be the most poular number
Ith the audience, but it
, by a H‘ht waltz, ‘“Lie besge-
x the manner of Johann

e rformance of the first
was a bit apathetic, but the ramP ning
numbers both conductor and orchestra
mted in their usual co tent man-

Naxt Sunday Henry Hadley, the first
of the distinguished guest conductors
d this season, will conduct his

own overture, “Herod,” and his sym-
phony, “The Four Seasons.” Inez Bar-
bour, soprano, will sing with the or-

chestra an air from eber's ‘“Frel-
schuetz.”

occupies the Opera House these days, an | |

the program
‘Bach, the who\e

The performer did his best to breathe | d

Juy
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