MONDAY MUSICALE

First Concert of the Series Given in the
Bellevue-Stratford Ballroom.

There were very few vacant seats to
be reen in the ballroom of the Bellevue-
Stratford yesterday forenoon when the
firat in a projecied series of six Mon-
day morning musicales was given, with

parily rapid. Only & short time ago h.
was_little or not at all known to tbe
musical public except as the composer
of the famous prelude which every con-
servatory student has included in her
repertoire, and when he made his debut
as a pianist his abilities recejved only
a restricted recognition. This was not
wholly, the fault r of the critice
or the concert-goers, for as a matter
of fact, while his performance was far
above the ordinars, he did pot play
anything like as well as he does now:
not with the same power snd br\]hxnr-y
and refinement. nor with the
Quence of expression and exquisite sense
of fitness.

These were the qualities which e
once again displayed upou the urcasion |
upder comment s presentation of
a programme wh uded a graceful

lm.lrv\hmmn by
Medine el rather meretrici
Tonda T rilliant,” \\‘hirl) is chiefly val-
uable as furnishing opportunity for the
display of n well devolnpod technique, and
me sinall pieces by. himself, and whicl
had Chopin’s u J) flat miner,
s its most substantial and
coasequential  feature.  Ferhaps the
musical worth of this familiar cowposi-
tion has been eomcewhat over-rated. Its
;\Opulﬂrity has been principally. derived
rom the funeral msrch which serves
as its slow movement, and while neither
the pathos mor the melodic beauty of
this march ean be denied, it lacks any
element of the heroic. and is character-
ized by an excess of sentimnentality which
was rather exaggerated than otherwise
in its yesterday's reading.

‘ompare this funeral march with the
oue in Beethosen's “Sonata quasi una
Fantasia,” in fiat. and note the dif-
is an epic grandeur to

sic which would befit
the approach to a hero’s grave, but
Chopin’s mareh suggests the interment
of a poiguantly lamented sweetheart.
The concert closed with a superbly
daching performance of Straus
titul Rlue Danube” waltz, a
by Schulze-Evler, of which tran

seription
t may be remarked that its elaborations
too often served to blur or to obseure
the nuumes of the ]m(‘l\' original with
which t ass n
of r)mo saenton wills taka lace on
December 11, when Miss (laire Dux.
whose beautiful singing with the Phila-
delphia Orchestra a-fosw weeks ago will
be pleasantly remembered, will furnish
the entertainment.




