ORCHESTRA PLAYS
BELLSSHPHONY
:

e recalls, The same programme witl
be repeated tonight,

Rachmaninoff's Great Work
Presented for First Time
in America

Poe's Verses Set to Singular-
Jly  Vital  and  Vivid
Score

The programme presented by the
Philadelphia Orchestra at tbe Academy
of Music, yesterday afternoon,-before
an audience so large as to crowd the
bouse in very part, was out ef the
common in character and above the
ordivary in_interest, for besides (he
Rachmaninefl pianoforte concerto i
minor, No. 3, it included the same com~
rosers s¥mphony based on Edsar Al-

Poe's poem of “The B:IL," wh:ch
'had not previously been performed in
’Aml ica, and which proved to be an
extremely vital, poignant and graphic-
ally lllummallve work. It is described

as a symphony and there is suthoril
for thxz c] sslﬁcatmn but in the pres-
ent ecase it somewhat mn,lnadmg,

‘fsr this rompnsmon might more pro)

‘eﬂy be called a cantata, in view of t. e
circumstances that no less or even
more prominence is attributed to the
voices than to the instruments, and
what ooe chiefly remembers is <he
singing of the soloists and especially

of the chorus.
hat howvver, does not greaily mab
ter. What does matter is that Rach-

Eeaninell bas et Toer verees’ tai !
singularly vivid and vita] score, a score .
which shows a high order of imagina- |
tive power and iwhich expresses the
seatiment of the poem with an admir. |
able fitness and un appealing eloquence. |
IE there were those who supposed that |
the bells themselves would be intro- !
duced as an outstanding glement nf the ;
orchestration they found themselves'
mistaken., The opportunity which in*
this respect the verses offer has in-!
deed been utilized, and as Dr. Stokow- |
ski in his informative commentary Las |
remarked, *There is a sequencs of |
bell sonorities in the symphbony.” bntl
Rachmapinoff is too good and too true
an artist to demand over-much upon
udvcntxuous instrumentalities for his

and the beauty, the valae, the |
cssznmxl merit of this muslc cansist
in, the creative skill and npp!cclahv;

=
symphony of Rachmaninofs |

all Lhe {eelmg with which Poe’s lines
are suffused, all the visions whick in|
the receptive mind they invoke, ol
that there is of horror and dre eadful- |
ness which they conjure up, is suggest-

or portrayed, and to many a mind !
Rachmaninof’s wonderful music maust
have commuuicated a fresh idea and a |
new revelation of Whu the verses‘
themsclves comprise.

Capable Artists Assist |

The symphony had the advanthge of .
an’ extremely capable nnd sympathetic i
performance, Bach of the three assist-
ing artists, Miss Florence Hinkle, even
-though she was not in her best voice:
Mr. Arthur Hackett, who delivered the'
tenor numbers with so much fluency
and with such a fmished diction, and
Mr. Frederick Pnunn, the bass, whose
singing possessed the important merit
of clear enunciation, contributed a due'
share to the general enjoyment. It'
must also be said that a large part of
the success achieved was gdue to the
excellent work of the cborus, which Lad |
maktered .the by no means_ easy music!
nnder the du'ectinu of Mr. Stephen S, '
Townsend and which, in the volume and
qnn'hty of ‘the fone 1t b produced, in the
FE precision of its attack, in
the ﬂexlblmy of its accentuations and
in the consistency with which it adber-

ed at the Academy of Music yesterday |
afternoon. From time to time, as op-,
portunity offered, the effects prnducerl‘
were 60 thnllmg and electric as to be;
profoundly mpmmve. It is not nec- |
essary, but it is befitting to mention
e PR ohowekt omiiatad the per- |
formance with his accustomed enérgy !
end magnetiem and that his enthusiasn: |
had a great deal to do with the splendld
results pmdnced,

The “DBells” symphony was the fea-
ture of the occasion, but not less nole—!
worthy was the excellent performance
by Rachmanniff of his 1D minor concerto
with which the concert opened. Thie!
is & noble work, full of emotion, rich
in melody and most skilfally construct-
ed, and it was played by Mr. Rachmani-
noff with taste and delicacy and power, |
and with a technical ability which was
never at a loss. It was a superb piece
of work and the andience showed that
it thought so by the heartiness of its
applause and by the manner in which |
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