PHILA. ORCHESTRA

Appearance of Rachmaninoff as As-
sisting Artist Feature of Concert

There were only three numbers bdn
the programme pregented by the Phila-
delphia Orchestra before a large audi-
ence at the Academy of Music yester-

ay afternoon, but perbaps the con-
cert was all the more enjoyable by rea-
son of its comparative brevity. Im
d and most
ture was the appearauce as nssxsnug
artist of Mr. Sergei Rachmaninoff, the
Qdistinguished Russian pianist, who had
to be heard in his own Con-
certo No. 1 in F sharp minor.
fault can be found with his choice, fm-
this particular concerto is one of the
most_ interesting_and artistic among
modern composmons of its class. It
is constructed with a fine sense of pro.
portion and the ingratiating themuuc
muternl which it employs is developed
n masterly shll lnd a lnxh degree

xt wns admirably pllnd wuh vigor and
eloguence and a brilliant technique, and
the andience was so much pleased that
the number of recalls to which the per-
former was obliged to ~ respond may
well have taxed his patience.

‘The symphony was the one by Henri
Rabaud, the present director of the
Boston “Symphony ~Orcehstra, in B
minor,, 1\0. & This work was intro-
duced ‘Philadelphia * public. by
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Mr. Ntokowski some six years agzo and
for reasons which no intellizently
preciative music lover will have any
difficully in understanding it is one of
_his special favorites in the categarr of
whieh it belonge. That he should
L!nrn been unable to interpret it upon
the oceasion under comment must have
been a keen disappointment, but he has
been suffering from an attack of the
grip, which it will be remembed, pre-
vented him from officiating last werk.
and after he had led the orchestra
through the Lalo Norwegian Rhapsody.
with which the proceedings opened.
.the Rachmaninof mm(«-rm, ph

his q
ment of the baton to Dr. Thaddeus
Ricli, whose gifts as a conductor were
'onee mare convineingly exemplified in a
"lueid_ and emotional exposition of Ra-
band’s compact. melodious and imagi-
natively vigorous score.

Qne could wish that Raband's musie
jwere more distinetively Gailic in its
=pirit and testure and less suggestive
Germany and Brahms, but from
ome puints of view that circumstance
, max Le regarded as a recommendation
fand as to its merit there can be no dif-
| ference of well informed and authorita-|
'urc‘ opipion. In its breadth and vigor
and dignity in the spontameity of its|
! movement, the significunce of its con-.
.trasts and the emational intensity
lof its appeal this E minor symphony
of Rabaud's is a veritable masterpiece
to ho unreservedly applauded and ad-
. The same programme will be
g\ven tonight.




