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THE 'ORCHESTRA.
Perhaps the chief discourse should be of
Mr. Sergel Rachmeninoff, instead of the
Boston Orchestra, in a discussion of the
concert at Carnegie Hall yesterday afier-
noon, for we have had the Boston Or-
chestra with us often, and the Russian
planist and compeser disclosed himseif in
proper person before New Yorkers on this
occasion for the first time. But there is &
comforting suggestion of excellence com-
bined with permanency in the title of the
organization which comes to us once &
month to curb the conceit with which pro-
vinclal towns charge the American metrop-
olis; end it seems like & belittling of It to
ralse any feature of its offerings to a dig-
nity above its name. Even when It inflicts
nineieen minutes of a Reger prelude to a
bLapplly nameless tragedy upon its ad-
mirers they are willing te forgive, and
when it increases their knowledge of con-
temporagy genius they do mot permit that
fact to overshadow the mors enduring one
that they have again enjoyed the gracious
and uplifting ministrations of an crganiza-
tion of which even a provincial metropolis
is proud. And so Mr. Rachmaninoff must
take his turn In the record of yesterday's

Celightlul meeting In Carnegie Hall.
Bealdes, it was the solo performer and
not his muste was novel i the pro-
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erable atteation in his native land

the last few yoars, but has not heretofors
challenged lccal notice.  The programme
called it “The Plerrot of a Minute, a Com-
edy Overture to s Dramatic Phantasy of
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by playlng Schumann's Symphony tn C. the
work which emerged from the composer's
mind th & period of gloom during which he
heard trumpets and drums resounding with-
ia him. How completely he became himsel?
before the puinful creailve period was over

| Mr. Ficdlar demonstrated by a positively

thrilliag performance of the splendid finale.
Nor did any portien of the work seem o
call for the apologetic tone in which Schu-
mann himself spoke of it.

Ar. Rachmaninoil played the solo part of
his second planoforte concerto. Three art-

| 1sts hud tricd tn valn before Lim to awaken

appreciation of its nobility and beauty. Mr.
Gabrilowitseh was fairly successful, but M.
Pugno and Miss Lerner laborsd In vatm
against the weight which the orchestra laid
upon  their performances. Mr.
showed that though the work Is heavity
scored it Is yet translucent and Mr. Raci-
manloff proved that s manly., unaffected
and rhythmically Inclsive reading of its
solu part can IIft it to the place in the gen-
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eral scheme which it ought to have and re-
deem it from the faults which beretofore
seemed inherenf in tt. The concert pre-

sented him in an admirable light, both as
composer and performer, and insured him a

| cordiul welcome when be shall return to

glve 3 more varied and flluminative exhibl-
tion of his powers. As usual, the orchestra
ended the concert with a scintillant show
plece—thfs time Richard Strauss's “Don
Juan™ HEK
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